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Now, More Than Ever

STAND WITH TE

If you study the Scriptures, you have to realize
that the whole history of faith in the one true
God revolves around the descendants of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The wonderful
stories of Moses, Joshua, David and Daniel are
stories from the history of the nation of Israel
and the Jewish people. Every treasure that
people of genuine faith have, including our
Messiah Jesus, comes to us by way of the Jews.

Even the rejection of Jesus by the Jewish
leaders was used by God to fulfill God’s plan.
God promised to Abraham that “his seed”
would bless all the families of the earth (Gen.
12:3). The Apostle Paul recognized that the
blessing of the Messiah came to the nations
(gentiles) through Israel’s rejection (Romans 11).

When the church began, the Jewish people were
still clearly in God’s plan. The church was
composed of all kinds of people, including
the Jews.

But in 70 A.D., Jerusalem and the Temple were
destroyed. Just as God had predicted the
dispersion of the Jews in the Old Testament,
Jesus predicted their dispersion in the New
Testament (Luke 21:20-24). As the center of
faith shifted from Jerusalem to Antioch and
later to Rome, more and more non-Jews took
over the leadership of the church.

= JEWS

By the third and fourth centuries, people were
asking the question, “Can a Jew believe in
Jesus?” From that time forward, the history of
Christianity is not very flattering when viewed
through Jewish eyes. Forced baptisms, vile
accusations,  stereotyping, persecutions,
expulsion and death were often the means by
which the official church and many Christians
dealt with the sons and daughters of Jacob.
This sad history produced mistrust and
suspicion and remains today as a huge obstacle
in Jewish-Christian relationship.

In the nineteenth and twentieth centuries,
Christians rediscovered their love and
appreciation for the Jewish people. Church
leaders saw that God had a place for the nation
of Israel that was not only historic but was
current and future. Long before Israel became a
state, theologians began to teach that God
would bring Israel back to their land prior to the
return of Christ to the earth.

The worst holocaust in the history of the Jews,
the Nazi extermination, occurred just prior to
the establishment of Israel as a nation in 1948.
The attempt to destroy the Jews accelerated the
growth of the nation. Jews from everywhere —
Europe, Russia, Ethiopia came back to their
ancient land.

Continued on Page 7
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Continued from Page 1

Not only did Jews rediscover their land, many discovered
their Messiah. In the 1970 s | worked as an evangdig and
church pl anter among the Jewish people dong with Roy
Schwarcz and L arry Jaffrey. In those days, | fdt like |
knew most of the Jewish Chrigians in the United States.
Since then, thousands of Jewish people have come to
fath and hundreds of congregaions for these believers
have been planted. T hishas been exciting to witness.

Another turnaround has taken place anong Jews and
Christians. The animosity tha existed between the two
groups is beng eroded. Jewish leaders are recognizing
that evangdicd Christians ae not their enemies.
National Review's Rod Dreher says evangdicds who
hold a "divine right" viewpoint support Israd with an
"uncritical  fervor that exceeds that of even some
Ameican Jews." Orthodox Rabbi Danid Lagpin in an
atide posted on National Review Onling says
American Jews are"waking up" to Christian support. In
paticular, Michad Medved and Dennis Preger are
speaking out on behd f of evangdicds (* A Jew Defends
Evangdicd Christians” by Dennis Prager, The Israd
Report, October 2002).

| beieve tha God is bridging the divide | bdieve that
God is doing what He sad He would do. He is a
covenant-keeping God and He is showing His power and
fathfulness to do what He promised. Yet, even within the
Christian community in America, there are those who do
not believe that the modern state of Israd is rdaed to
God's sovereign plan for history. Preterist Gary North has
boasted tha he has a book dready in his computer for
when "Israd gets pushed into the sea, or converted to

Christ." Lutheran Don Mazat has sad, “ T he present-day
nation of Isradl is no moreinvolvedin God's plans for the
future than is France, England, Germany, the United
Stetes, etc. The teaching of the New Testament is very
cear — Jesus fulfilled everything pertaining to Israd and
formed the New Israd.”

Even a number of dispensaiondists today say tha there
is arestored naion of Israd in God's plan for the future,
but there is no reeson to think that the current nation of
Isradl is necessaily propheticdly significant. Current
president of Ddlas Theologicd Seminary, Dr. Mak
Baley sdd, “ Is tha what is hagppening today? | can't say
for sure. It isthefirst timein 2,500 years, though tha you
have this kind of constitution of people in the land, but |
don' t know what that means. This may be the prdude to
end-time events, but | thirk were presumptuous if we try
to giveit meaning beyond that. It may be, tha'sdl we

It is nat surprigng, in light of his view of the present state
of Israd, that Dr. Baley recommends Christians not
support Israd politicdly.

| dso see incressed hatred for the Jewish people on the
rise. From Europe to Iran to secular America, anti-
Semitismisincressing every day.

As Christians, we must nat only support the Jewish
people but Israd as wdl. We must emphaticaly beieve
the Word of God and beieve God’'s promises to His
people. Wemust continueto rebuild bridges and show the
Jewish people true Christianity and the red Jesus. Now
more than ever, we must stand with the Jews!

John Bell, President



Your life
will

never be Join us on our next “Light to Israel”

trip to the Holy Land and be a blessing.
the e Spend time in practical service to those
in need.
e Meet believers in the Land and hear

about their lives and what God is doing
in and through them.

e Tour Jerusalem and other sites in the
land.

Cost: $2.,895

For a detailed description of the tour go to
www.middleeastministries.org and click on Israel Tour.

For more information call us at 888-746-9583 or email us at
info@middleeastmininstries.org

Space is limited so consider becoming
part of “Light to Israel” today!

June 12-26, 2007
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If 1 Believe in ] @SUS,

| Will No Longer Be Jewish!

Deding with this concern is one of the most
emotionaly taxing issues that a Jewish
person must confront in order to come to
fath. Typicdly, Jewishreigious leaders will
make this algument:
...Many people, Christians and some
Jews as wdl, erroneously bdieve tha
just as one can be Black and Christian,
just as one can be Orientd and
Christian, one can dso be Jewish and
Christian. It is not true. The Jews are not
arace There is no genetic code passed
from either mother or father to the child
tha makestha child aJew. Evenifdl,
or some, of the genetic code in a child
could be proved to be of Jewish origin,
that would not make the child a Jew.
Jewish law determines who is a Jew,
and Jewish law is quite dear. If a
person’'s mother is aJew, and that person
has not converted to another faith, then
tha person will be considered fully
Jewish, so long as that person wishes to
identify soledy as a Jew. Although one
cannot convert to become a member of
arace, for example one cannot convert
to become an Orientd or an African-
American, one who converts to Judaism
does, indeed, become fully a Jew.
Similarly, if one converts from Judaism
to another faith, one is no longer a Jew.
(www.whaijewsbdieveorg by Rabbi
Stuart Federow)
While this argument sounds reasonabl e from
ardigious standpoint it fals to consider what
the Bible teaches. The fath of the Jewish
people as well as the faith of a Christian is not
a mater of rdigion, it is a mate of
rdaionship to theliving God. Christians are
defined as those who bdieve tha Jesus is the
promised Messi eh of Israd. Christians come
from two different backgrounds. They ae
Jewish or they are Gentile.
A Jewish person does not become a Gentile
when he becomes a bdiever. Raher, heis a
Jewish person who bdieves tha Jesus is the
promised Messi ah of Israd and has received

(3)

Him. A Jewish bdiever in Jesusis atrue Jew
accordina to Paul in Romans 2:28-29. Paul
never considered himsd f to be anything but a
Jew after he bdieved in Jesus (Acts 22:3;
Rom. 11:1; Phil. 3:5).

The rabbis have made themsdves the
interpreters of the Law but time and time
agan they have missed wha God was
teaching in His Torah (Isaah 29:9-14; Ezek.
34:1-16). If Jesus is the nromised Messiah of
Israd, then it isthe rabbis who are faling to
receve ther Messiah. The question tha
needs to be asked and answered is whether or
not Jesus meets the qudificaions of the
Messiah as foretold in Scripture. |f He does,
then there is nothina more Jewish in the
world than bdieving in Him.

When a Jewish person bdieves tha Jesus is
his Messiah, he does not change his physi cd
identity (Rom. 11:1; Acts. 26:6-7). The only
thing that changesis hisrdaionship to God.
He is now rdaed to Him through the
Messiah of Israd. A Jewish person who
accepts Jesus is not chanaing his rigion. He
is following a messiani c tradition of biblicd
Judaism rather than the rabbinicd thinking of
tadmudic Judasm. A Jewish peson who
bdieves in Jesus has NOT "converted" from
being Jewish, but raher has " converted" from
being a sinner to one whose sins are forgiven.
He has "converted" from sin!

Many Christians will emphasizethat thereis
neither Jew nor Greek (Gentile) in the Body
of Christ; both are one (Gd.3:28). But the
nature of this oneness is spiritud. Jewish and
Gentile bdievers are one in the Spirit, and
thus they are part of the one Body of the
Messiah. But Gdatians 3:28 dso speaks of
made and femd e, slave and freeman as being
onein Christ. Even though they are onein the
Messiah, they still retan their physicd
distinctions (cf. Eph. 5:22-33; 6:6-9; Col.
3:18-25; | Pee 3:1-7). Theefore, while
those in the Church are one in the M essiah,
physicd distinctions are not erased!

-Roy Schwarcz



A SYNAGOGUE IS NOT
THE TEMPLE

Previously we discussed the various
theories on where the Temple weas
locaed on the Temple Mourt. We dso
touched upon the different views the
Jewish people have on rebuilding the
Temple If you didr't have a chance to
reed these artides earlier, they ae
posted on our website a: www.
mi ddl esastministries org/Prophecy. htm.

In this issue, we are going to take a brief

look at the history of the synagogue and

answer the question, “ Do Jewish people
offer sacri fices today?”

“The Jews are about ready to offer
sarifices!” So read a headline of a
newsletter article sent out by a leading
prophecy speaker in 1981. The writer
went on to write tha the GCreat
Synagogue being built in Jerusd em &t
the time was going to be used to
reinstate the secrificid system. In the
years since, | have driven by the Great
Synagogue many times and have not
seen any evidence of animd sacrifices.
Wha the writer was reveding was his
ignorance of Judaism and Jewish history.

The first interesting fact aout a
synagogue is the name itself and its first
mention as a place of worship in the
Bible The word“ synagogug’ is derived
from the Gresk word “ synagfgué’
meaning a gahering of people for
religious or secular purposes While the
word is found over 200 times in the
Grek trandation of the Old T estament
(LXX), it was not used to designate a
place of worship. The first time in our
Bible where “ synagdgué€’ designaes a
place of worship is in the New
T estament. Whilesome in Judaism hold

that the institution of the synagogue was
given by Moses in the ord traditions,
most scholars bdieve the synagogue
devdoped as an institution during the
Babylonian exile

The Babylonian exile created a unique
problem for the Jewish people The
Temple had been destroyed; therefore
there was no place to perform Temple
sacrifice and worship. Even if there
were a Temple many of the people
were exiled making it too far to travd to
Jerusdem. Scholars today say, in pat to
rationdize Judaism without a Temple,
that the institution of Temple worship
had served its course and God wes
ushering in anew way of worship.

All this formdism, primitive in
character, changed when the many
thousands of captive Jews had
been driven by Nebuchadnezzar
into Exile in Babyloniain 586 B
.CE. It was in advesity in a
foregn land tha the synagogue
cane into being, evolving
primarily from precticd
consideretions. The exiles, far
from the Temple which lay in
ruins in Jeusdem, desperady
wished to maintain the continuity
of their rdigious lifein Babylonia
But since they could no longer
offer sacrifices in their own
sanctuay nor were permitted to
build anew onein Captivity, only
prayer was left to serve ther
reigious needs: ‘ so will we render
for bullocks the offering of our
own lips.” In this manner, the
institution of

@

congregationd prayer was first
established. (The Book of Jewish
Knowledge -1964)

According to many, this movement
from the centrdity of a forma Temple
worship which was empty and soulless
to prayer and a more eanest
questioning of reigious vaues began
with the prophets, Isaah and Amos.
"To what pur pose is the multitude of
your sacrifices to Me?" Says the
LORD. "l have had enough of burnt
offerings of rams And the fat of fed
cattle |1 do not ddight in the blood of
bulls, Or of lambs or goats (Isaiah
1:11). "I hate | despise your feast
days, And | do not savor your sacred
assemblies. Though you offer Me
burnt offerings and your grain
offerings, | will not accept them, Nor
will | regard your fattened peace
offerings (Amos 5:21-22).

T he synagogue soon became the centrd
place for learning and prayer which
replaced the need for anima sacrifices.
The first century Jewish philosopher
Philo wrote “though the worshipers
bring nothing dse in bringing
themsdves they offer the best
sacrifices, the full and truly perfect
oblation of noble living, as they honor
with hymns and thanksgivings ther
Benefactor and Savior-God.”

Soon there were synagogues wherev er
there was a Jewish community. Even
after the Temple was rebuilt, the
institution of the synagogue flourished.
The Tdmud staes there were 394
synagogues in Jerusd em done during
the time of Herod’sTemple Some


http://www.middleeastministries.org/Prophecy.htm.
http://www.middleeastministries.org/Prophecy.htm.

bdieve there may have even been a
synagogue or two on the Temple
Mount. It may have been in one of those
synagogues where Mary and Joseph
found Jesus “ sitting in the midst of the
teachers, both listening to them and
asking them questions’ (Luke 2:46).
The synagogue was the place people
gahered to discuss the scriptures and
the teachings of the rabbis.

The Temple still had a powerful
emotiond effect through its festivd
ceremonies, but it was the synagogue
that functioned as the reigious center
for the Jewish people The rabbis
(Pharisess) were increasing in ther
influence while the priests (Sadducees)
were dedining in ther influence over
the rdigious life of the Jewish
community.

T he synagogue dso provided the right
amosphere for a visiting tescher to
come and discuss issues and teach the
scriptures.  Jesus often went to a
synagogue to teech. Paul, whenever he
went to anew city, would first go to the
synagogue to share his fath. It provided
the naturd environment for sharing new
idess. Sadly, the synagogue dso crested
amindset that rgected the Gospd. The
foundation of the Gospe message is
that sin has separated us from God and
asacifice is required to reestablish that
broken re aionship. The synagogue, with
its irstitutions, taught tha sacrifices are
not as important as prayer, good deeds,
and knowledge (undestanding the
teachings of the rabbis). This was Paul’ s
heartache when he wrote, “ Brethren,
my heart's desir eand prayer to God

for Israd is that they may be saved.

For | bear them witness that they have
a zeal for God, but not according to
knowl edge. For they being ignorant of
God's righteousness, and seeking to
establish their own righteousness,
have not submitted to the righteousness
of God” (Romans 10:1-3).

Though the destruction of the Temple
had an impact on Judaism, it was not
caastrophic because of the institution of
the synagogue. It became much essier
for the Jewish scholars to say that God
wanted his people to be a people of
prayer, good deeds and knowledge
raher than be particdpants in an
antiquated sacrifidd system. The
synagogue dso provided the glue that
hdd the Jewish community together as
it was scatered around the world after
70 AD.

Today, the synagogue is the center of
adtivity for every rdigious Jewish
community. The desire of Jewish
people for a rebuilt Temple vaies
among di fferent groups. T he Orthodox
bdieve the Temple must be rebuilt and
the sacrificdd system reinstituted. The
more moderae Jews (Conservative)
bdieve the Temple may be rebuilt but it
will not indude animd sacrifices.
Findly, the libed Jews (Reform and
Reconstructionists) beieve the Temple
is totdly unnecessary. To emphasize
this pogdtion, they cdl ther synagogues
temples to indicate that the synagogue
has replaced the Temple

Do Jewish people offer sacri fices today?
Not anima sacrifices, but sacrifices of
prayer, good deeds, and learning.

The synagogue has been an instrument
to preserve the Jewish people Is it

®

possible that God may use it to bring
His people back to Himsdf in these
Last Days? A recent survey o Isradis
reveals that 40 percent have been
seking God in a more meaningful
way. They no longer find their hopein a
strong military or in politicd solutions -
dl have faled. Add to this the popuar
view in the world-at-large that the Jews
do not have a legitimate right to the
Land. The lIsradis ae beginning to
redize thar only source for alegitimae
right tolivein Israd isthe Bible, nat the
teachings of the rabbis or a U.N.
resolution. The prophet Hosea wrote

“ For the children of Israd shall abide
many days without king or prince

without sacrifice or sacred pillar,
without ephod or terap him Afterward
the children of Israd shall return and
seek the LORD ther God and David
their king. They shall fear the LORD
and His goodness in the latter days”

(Hosea 3:4-5). It will be interesting to
seeif God uses the same institution tha
Jesus and Paul used to bring the Good
News to Israd agan. Remember,
144,000 Jewish men will be seded for
ministry during the Tribulaion Where
do they come from? How do they come
to believe in Jesus as M essiah after the
Church has been regptured? The
Synagogue may be the answer.

Let Paul’s prayer be ours: “ Brethren,
my heart's desire and prayer to God
for Israd is that they may be saved”
(Romans 10:1).

-Larry Jaffrey



Tourjs that Make
a Difterence

Most tours to Israel are a race to
see how many sights the group can
visit in the allotted time. We call it
“running where Jesus walked.”
There is little or no opportunity
provided to learn of modern day
Israel and the people of the land.

Our “Light to Israel Tours” strive
to make the experience different
and at the same time to make a
difference in the land as a result of
our being there.

Last summer our team painted a
home for teens. Not only did we
paint, but we had the privilege of
interacting with the teens and

houseparents, including eating with them. The impact
our team made was tremendous. But the story didn’t
end there.

In December, many of those same team members,
with the help of their congregation, collected gifts for
the teens living in the home. They sent those gifts
with one of the team members who was returning to
Israel for a short visit. Imagine the surprise
expressed by the teens when they realized the gifts
came from the same group who had earlier painted
their house.

Won’t you prayerfully consider going with us on our
next tour in June? Where else can you receive a
greater understanding of the Bible, learn about a
nation that plays a key role in “last days” prophecy,
make a difference in people’s lives and make new
friends, all in two short weeks?



OUR WEBSITE
BIBLE STUDY IS NOW ON CD!

You may now purchase all 27
audio lessons plus notes

of Roy Schwarcz' most
recent audio Bible

study that has been

available on our

website. PLEASE
NOTE: the audio CD
is in MP3 format.

The two-CD set is available

for $13 including shipping

and handling. You may order the

series by visiting our website at

www.middleeastministries.org and clicking on "Resource Center" or by mailing
a check clearly marked "for Hebrews CDs" in the enclosed envelope.

In This Issue of the Jacob’s Ladder:
Now, More Than Ever, Stand with the Jews

If I Believe in Jesus, I Will No Longer Be Jewish
A Synagogue is NOT the Temple

Tours that Make a Difference

Middle
East
E-Report

If you would like to receive news

on events in the Middle East and
Middle East Ministries via e-mail,
send an e-mail with SUBSCRIBE
in the subject line, along with
your name and e-mail address in
the body to:
info@middleeastministries.org
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Jacob's Ladder is published four times a
year by Middle East Ministries.
You may send all letters and inquiries to
our administrative office:

PO Box 340
Marshall, VA 20116

1-888-746-9583
info@middleeastministri
www.MiddleEastMinistries.org
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